
Trial Court (Superior Court of California)
 - One judge conducts the trial. 
 - Jury or a single judge decides the case. 
 - Lawyers present evidence. 
 - Witnesses swear to tell the truth and answer questions from lawyers. 
 - First court to decide who should win in a dispute. 
 - First court to decide whether or not the defendant is guilty. 

Appeals Court (California Courts of Appeal)
 - A losing party from the trial court may file an appeal to an appeals court.
 - In a civil case, either party make appeal to a higher court.
 - In a criminal case, only the defendant may appeal to a higher court.
 - The panel of three justices hears a case that has been decided in a lower court. 
 -  The justices do not hear testimony but base their decision based on the record (case information) from the trial, reason for 

the appeal and oral arguments by the attorneys.
 - The panel of three justices gives its decision in a written opinion. 
 - The decision of the appeals court must be followed by all  trial courts that are under them
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